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A Message from the Principal
Thane Epefanio
opi Mission School has once again
improved. In the last two years we
went from last place to first in our
district via the AIMS (Arizona Instrument to
Measure Standards) testing. Our test scores
have risen approximately 150 points.
Enrollment has increased from 32 children to
54 children. This expanded enrollment enables
us to serve seven Native groups: Hopi, Navajo,
Pima, Cherokee, Yavapai Apache, Apache, and
Tewa. Our future in education looks good. We
are expecting an even greater increase in
students next year, including the addition of 8th
grade, to around 70. We are putting in more
courses, including language, speech and debate,
and an expanded PE offering. This is exciting
to us.
We also have put in a new employee
program for counseling, also available to a few
older students. As many of you know
alcoholism is a big problem here on Hopi. This
program is run by Thom Kahe, a Hopi
Christian, to assist our employees dealing with
this issue.
A very positive note is that most of our
staff will be returning next year. We are in need
of a few teachers, but the prospects are looking
great for next year.
However, we do have a problem that
needs the prayers and support of our
nationwide constituency. Our financial future is
somewhat precarious. We have experienced a
drop in donations, particular the Arizona tax
credit funding, over the last two years. From
that tax credit source we have dropped over

H

$170,000, which is crippling to us. We are
bringing Jesus and this fine school to the Hopis
and many other Native tribes, yet the funding
seems to be diminishing. It can be
disheartening when funding and support seem
less than what is needed, yet we hold on to our
belief that our God can provide.
Since the need is immediate, our
judgment is that we will have to go back to the
older way of fundraising for our children and
teachers at HMS, namely finding a significantly
expanded number of donors, whether they be
individuals, churches or other groups. Our
primary emphasis will be to identify sponsors
for individual students and teachers. To
establish an adequate budget for salaries and
operating expenses, we project a need for about
$10,000 per child and teacher. This may sound
like a crazy number, but if churches could
“adopt” one person, or individuals could team
up to reach that goal, we could see the loaves
and fishes miracle happen here at HMS.
We are being honest in our admission
that HMS is in a tough place financially right
now, but we know that God can provide for us
through his faithful people. Our school has
made it since 1951, and with God's help we
will keep HMS going strong. We do
acknowledge that many of you are helping
already, and some for many years. Our
emphasis now is to get the message to many
others who may not know of the need.
Through this newsletter, we are seeking such
access to potential donor churches and
individuals willing to support HMS.
Elsewhere in this newsletter we provide
more specific information about how to
respond. Please continue to pray for our
school, even as you consider how you can

become a partner with us. We are assigning
some dedicated staff persons from both the
school and the HMS Foundation who are
available to meet with churches and individuals
to provide stories, pictures, and a personal
presence. We highly value our faithful
constituency; you do matter, and every penny
you contribute goes to educate these precious
children. Thank you and may God bless you for
your prayers and support, which we will
continue to use wisely for the betterment of
Jesus' kingdom.
Editor’s note: Many of the issues touched on in
this message are addressed in more detail in
the following articles.

Enrollment and Staff Update

A

t the end of January, student enrollment
stood at 45 students. With some drops
and adds since then, the school year is
ending with 54 students. Enrollment prospects
for 2013-14 are looking very promising, with
the anticipated addition of 8th grade. As many
as 70 students is a realistic projection.
As one school year ends and planning is
underway for another year that will begin in
mid-August, an important consideration is the
staffing prospects for the coming year. It is a
major reason for celebration to report that most
of the current teaching and support staff will
return in August. Some may assume new or
additional responsibilities, but their presence
and contribution will provide the continuity
that is so important in building relationships,
both among the staff but also with the students
and parents. New and continuing staff will be
introduced in the Fall newsletter.
Some staff changes since January
include Brandon Tenorio who moved up to
Kitchen Manager after having served as an
assistant, replacing Keith Sosolda; Charles
Wadsworth, bus driver, who replaced Jerard
Leverson; and Merle Calnimptewa,
maintenance.

Fundraising Opportunity and
Challenge

A

s we have reported in each newsletter
over the past years, a major source of
funding to cover student tuition has
been the Arizona state income tax credit
program. For reasons that are not yet clear, that
source of income has decreased substantially
for the school year just ending, even though the
maximum allowable contribution was doubled.
While efforts will be redoubled to
regain and even increase that source of support
(see following article), it has become apparent
that a new approach to fundraising will be
required if the school is to thrive, especially in
anticipation of increased enrollment.
The Hopi Mission School Foundation,
based in Newton, Kansas, is an active partner
with HMS, with raising financial support for
the school one of its primary missions.
Beginning immediately with the beginning of
the summer break on June 1, a new program
designed to enlist sponsors for individual
students will be initiated and carried out.
The goal is to identify individuals,
congregations, and other groups who are
willing to enter into a sponsorship arrangement.
This will involve pledging support up to
$10,000 per student during the school year.
For each $10,000 pledge (either by one
contributor or multiples giving smaller
amounts), a student will be assigned who will
be paired with the donor(s), providing a
personal and family introduction at the outset,
with regular communication from the student
during the school year.
Acting on the belief that there is a
sizable constituency of interest and support
across the country, additional staff time will be
committed to making contacts and sharing the
story. Becca Yoder, a teacher who is
completing 3 years in the classroom, will take
on this assignment, making contacts to include
personal visits when invited as well as written
or verbal communication otherwise.
Kay Neff, Administrative Assistant for
the Foundation, will continue a pattern of
spending blocks of time with present or
potential donors, in a schedule to be
coordinated with Miss Yoder.

At the end of the newsletter, a line is
included on which an expression of interest can
be made in becoming a sponsor, either for the
full $10,000 or for a lesser amount to be
indicated. A related response will be to invite a
personal visit to learn more about the
opportunity in stories and pictures.
A primary objective in this new effort at
fundraising is to generate sufficient funds to
provide more adequate compensation for staff.
Historically, the school has operated with a
sizable number of volunteers who received
minimal pay. Many such persons desire to
continue their service at the school, but need to
have a more adequate salary, some of them
having college debts to repay. As a mission
school, we do not expect to pay market rates,
but believe that a modest salary is a reasonable
goal in order to retain competent and dedicated
teachers and other staff.

Arizona Tax Credit

contributor group, that would be a giant step
toward meeting our goal.
The simplest way to donate is to go on
line at www.ibescholarships.org, specifying
Hopi Mission School as the recipient. For
those who prefer to donate by check, they can
print a donation form off the Institute for Better
Education (IBE) website, or contact IBE or
HMS for a donation form.

Kindergarten Promotion

O

n Wednesday morning, May 29, 9
students were joined by their admiring
parents and extended family to mark
the conclusion of their first year as the
beginners in an elementary school setting. The
ceremony included a short program of singing
and sign language by the kindergarteners as
well as the handing out of individual awards
from their teacher, Brocia Beachy, and
Instructional Aide, Harriett Tenorio.

H

opi Mission School is indebted to
several hundred Arizona taxpayers
who have supported the school through
the state’s unique tax credit program since
1998. The school literally could not have
continued its educational and spiritual ministry
without that support.
For reasons not yet clear, the amount
contributed through this source for the 2012 tax
year was substantially less than in previous
years. One possibility is that, while the number
of donors has not decreased, the amount
contributed on average was less. This could
mean that many individuals’ state tax liability
also decreased, possibly due to unemployment,
retirement or other such factors.
One solution to be pursued is to make
sure that the maximum number of persons in
our supportive churches is aware of the tax
credit option, and to urge them to designate
Hopi Mission School as the recipient of their
donation which is cost-free to them. We also
appeal to our readers to make sure their family
members and friends who pay state tax, are
aware of this opportunity. If each current
donor could enlist the participation of one other
family unit, effectively doubling our

Sixth Grade Promotion

A

class of 7 sixth graders was recognized
on May 31 for their move up to junior
high status. Two students who began
with the class left before the end of the year.
They are included in the picture below, but did
not participate in the promotion celebration.
Next year, there will be three year-end
celebrations: kindergarten promotion on
Wednesday; sixth grade promotion on
Thursday; and eighth grade graduation on
Friday.
This year’s students completing sixth
grade are Hollie Honahnie, Franklin Howard,
Amantha Koyawena, Jacob Lim, Hasting
Lomabalaquihoya, Larryn Masawytewa, and

Tracey Whitehair. Their homeroom teacher is
Dorothy Voth.

T
I love HMS because…

S

tudents and staff were invited to write a
sentence about why they enjoy being here.
Here are some sample responses:

*It is nice to have small class sizes where we
can really get to know each other and build
community.
*I like HMS because it [is] the home of God.
*HMS is cool because the teachers are fun.
*HMS is the foundation for my children and
grandchildren’s education.
*I like HMS because there is [an] awesome
writing teacher and wonderful reading teacher.
*I love HMS because of all the awesome
people who want to live like Jesus.
*HMS is awesome because they teach about
Jesus.
*I like Hopi Mission School because we have
religion called Christianity in this school which
other schools do not have.
*HMS is very nice—I like it because the
teachers and staff are always happy and have
smiles that brighten the day.

hursday, May 30 was field day! This
year we had lots of groups from the
community come in to do games and
presentations for the students. The groups that
came this year were Hopi Vet Services, Hopi
EMS, Office of Domestic Violence, Cellular
One, Hopi Housing Authority, and the
Wildland Fire Crew accompanied by Smokey
the Bear, pictured above. Our second grade
teacher, Miss Zimmerly, also jumped in last
second to run a game! After eating lunch we
finished up the day by cooling off with a water
relay. The students had lots of fun getting
more water on themselves than in the buckets
where it was supposed to go! It was a wet and
wild finish to a great day! A popular activity
for the next to last day of school!

Field Day
By Kristen Schrag

Bible Schools Scheduled

I

mmediately following the close of school
on May 31, the first of three groups will
arrive to conduct Bible schools at HMS.
The first group arrives on June 1, numbering 15

persons from the Youth Ministry Team of Big
Chimney Baptist Church in Charleston, West
Virginia, led by Bill Morningstar. Caleb
Waidelich, HMS maintenance director, will
coordinate the group’s activities.
The second group of 10 persons will
come from the Crown Hill Mennonite Church
in Rittman, Ohio—the home church of teacher
Joilyn Zimmerly who will coordinate their
schedule from June 10-12.
The third group of up to 22 persons will
come from Sawmill Baptist Church in Powell,
Ohio, led by Robert Hoffman. It will be
coordinated by teacher Katelin Robbins, from
June 17-20.
From July 7-13, 16 United Methodist
Church volunteers from around the U.S. will
come, coordinated by teacher Dorothy Voth.
From July 22-29, Pasto Josh Calloway
from the Mount Vernon Baptist Church in
Hurricane, West Virginia, will direct 20
volunteers, whose activities will be coordinated
by teachers Kristen Schrag and Becca Yoder.
The schedules will include bible stories
and skits; games; music; crafts; and a family
barbecue on one evening. Some groups will
also spend time in community service
activities.
This year, the school bus will be used
for most of the sessions to pick up children at 8
stops on all three Mesas. This will be a
significant ministry not only to our own
students, but other children from all over the
reservation for whom summer vacation can be
time with little to keep occupied in constructive
ways, often leading to less wholesome peer
group activities.

charter is Spongebob. Her favorite place is Las
Vegas. Her favorite food is macaroni and her
favorite animal is a monkey.

Aldrick Poleahla is a 3rd grader. His
favorite teacher is Ms. Z. He likes pizza and he
is 9 years old. His favorite cartoon charter
is Spongebob, and he likes horses.

Amantha Koyawena is a 6th grader. She is
12 years old. She likes Macaroni, cats, and Cheese
Spongebob. Her favorite teacher is Miss Voth and
her favorite place to visit is Washington D.C. When
she grows up she wants to be a teacher.

Students of the Month
Students of the Month for February:

Giovanni Epefanio is a 4th Grader. He is
10 years old. His parents are Michelle and
Thane Epefanio. He likes bigfoot, macaroni,
and Las Vegas. His favorite teacher is Ms. Z.
When he grows up he wants to be a wrestler.

Students of the month for April:

Jocelynn Lomahoema is 7 years old.
Her mother is Retha. She likes Math and her
favorite teacher is Miss. Z. Her favorite cartoon

André Navasie likes the color purple, dogs,
pizza and writing class. His favorite number is 6,
he is 14, and his mother’s name is Bernalda.

Shantell Francisco is 6 years old. Her
parents are Karen and Troy. She likes
purple, red, dogs, cats, pizza, and
math class. Her favorite number is 1000.

Counseling Service Now Available

A
Mikhala Sosolda is from the Coyote
clan. She is 11 years old and her
parents are Keith and Cheryl. She likes
purple and black, the number 5, math,
and food with cheese.

Draven Sakiestewa is 8 years old. His
parents are Joann and John. He likes
lions, oranges, apples, and the color
gray.

reality that we live with on the
reservation is the widespread incidence
of substance use and abuse, primarily
alcohol but also others. Few of our school
families are unaffected. Occasionally, the
school employs staff who are in need of a
support system that enables them to remain free
of former addictions. Typically, some older
students are subjected to outside peer pressure
that includes suspected substance use.
To work redemptively at this reality,
within boundaries that are not disruptive to the
educational or employment environment, HMS
has engaged Tom Kahe, a Hopi Christian who
found freedom himself from addiction, to come
to the school twice a week. He does one-onone counseling with staff members and
students referred by the principal, using his
own story and depiction of the lifelong ill
effects of substance abuse to impressionable
youngsters who can be influenced to avoid or
discontinue such abuse.

Volunteers and Groups

S

hort- and long-term volunteers continue
to add to the richness of the students’
experience, coming from a variety of
locations. During the months of March and
April, Gloria Graber from Stryker, Ohio, came
to help out wherever needed. About a year ago,
her husband died and the family chose Hopi
Mission School to receive gifts in his memory.
That created a bond that was strengthened

when Gloria came to share her talents with the
school. A friend, Kim Palmer, spent a few
weeks helping out as needed.
Every two years, Professor Jan Bender
Shetler from Goshen (Indiana) College, brings
a group of students for a week at HMS. From
May 4-10 she came with 18 students and one
other adult as part of a month-long May term in
the southwest offered for college credit. The
college students interacted with HMS students,
staff and members of the community for a time
of mutual cultural and educational enrichment.
Marion and Jane Beyeler from Wooster,
Ohio, were at the school from March 24 to
April 11, assigned through the Service
Opportunities for Older Persons (SOOP)
program of Mennonite Mission Network.
Marion is a retired financial advisor and
worked with accounting and budgeting issues.
Jane is a retired special education teacher and
was available for consultation and assistance as
needed.
From February 17 to March 1, Bryan
and Judi Stauffer from Yakima, Washington
and Tofield, Alberta, Canada offered their
services. Bryan is a retired school
administrator and Judi a retired educator.
During the spring term, family members
of staff persons Caleb Waidelich, David
Mueller and Stephanie Wyse came for several
days to offer their services wherever needed.
While organizing and coordinating such
visits takes some time and energy, the rewards
are immeasurably greater, both in terms of the
services being provided, and also enabling
persons from across the country to learn at first
hand what our educational and spiritual
ministries are, in a cultural and geographic
setting very different from most of their own.
Almost without exception, our students find
these experiences to be personally enriching
and educationally stimulating.

Reader to Reader Project

I

n the last newsletter, we introduced the
Reader to Reader project, which is a
Massachusetts-based charity that donates
books and computers around the world.
Through their efforts, and as a result of an

appeal for donations to replace computers that
had been stolen from the school, we are pleased
to report that sufficient funds have been raised
to purchase 10 laptop computers and a secure
laptop cart which can hold 25 computers in a
system that keeps them charged when not in
use.

Easter Program
by Stephanie Wyse

"The Story of Easter" was performed by Hopi
Mission School on April 4 in the school gym.
The story of the events leading up to Jesus'
crucifixion was told through song and shadow
play. The music was led by Kristen Schrag and
included songs such as "Jesus Loves Me", " Up
from the Grave" and "Power in the Blood." The
shadow play was directed by Ms. Wyse and
depicted the scene of Jesus riding into
Jerusalem, overthrowing the temple tables,
being beaten and crucified, and his appearance
to Mary and the disciples after his resurrection.

Dr. Seuss Day
n Dr. Seuss’s Birthday (March 1)
everybody wore pajamas to school. We
did activities with different teachers and
rotated throughout the school. Miss Voth led
an activity where we had to pick up cotton balls
with chopsticks and put them in buckets. Miss
Wyse showed us how to make Oobleck after
reading Bartholomew and the Oobleck. Miss
Schrag helped us make Dr. Seuss hats and
read The Cat in the Hat. We ended the day
with a challenge to read 640 minutes for a trip
to the Aqua Plex. (Lance Koinva)

O

Standardized Test Results

Sixth Grade Trip

O

n April 16-19, Hopi Mission
School 3rd through 7th graders
completed the 2013 AIMS
standardized tests. These tests assess
students according to Arizona State
Standards. Last year, Hopi Mission
School had the highest scores on the
Reservation, with an increase of 100
points from the previous year. The
school is very proud to announce that
we also achieved the highest scores on
the Hopi Reservation again this year!

Support from Churches Correction

I

n our Winter newsletter, we reported that
Bethel Mennonite Church, Inman, Kansas,
invited the school staff to submit a wish list.
As a result, four boxes of supplies were
delivered to the school on January 30. While it
is true that Bethel Mennonite Church has been
and continues to be a generous supporter of
the school, the church responsible for this
much-appreciated gift of supplies was West
Zion Mennonite Church, Moundridge,
Kansas.

School Newspaper and Website

T

hrough the initiative and continuing
efforts of 4th grade teacher Stephanie
Wyse, a monthly student newspaper has
been printed. Articles are written by students,
including interviews, reports, features and
pictures. This newspaper can be accessed on a
regular basis on the school’s website by typing
in www.hopimissionschool.com in the address
bar, and click on the News tab.

T

he sixth grade class had been
fundraising all year to go on their
class trip in May. They worked
tirelessly at the concession stand,
hosting bazaars, having food sales,
holding raffles, and creating coincollecting competitions within the
school. As their trip approached, they
moved closer and closer to their goal
of $5,000.
On May 18 through 24th, the 6th
graders made their trip to the Colorado
Springs area accompanied by
teachers Ms. Voth and Mr. Mueller, and
parent Caroline Lomabalaquihoya.
They stayed at Beth-El Mennonite
Church to save money and even
bought some of their own groceries.
They went bowling, drove up Pike’s
Peak, went to the Zoo, visited an
Aquarium, and went rafting near
Buena Vista. (Franklin Howard and Hasting
Lomabalaquihoya)

Student Reports and Writings
by Becca Yoder, Writing teacher

T

he 4th through 7th graders worked very
hard on longer and more in-depth
writing assignments this spring. Each
grade did a research paper tied in with reading,
writing, and science standards. The 4th graders
did their research paper on animals, 5th on

planets, 6th on human body systems, and 7th
on how animals survive in their particular
environments. 4th and 5th grade worked on
persuasive writing through letters. 4th grade
also had fun picking a business to write a
business letter to. 6th and 7th grade wrote
persuasive essays after researching an issue and
making a claim for or against the issue.
This year flew by, but I remember...
-my Daily Language Review in reading
-Dr. Seuss Day
-My experiment
-Writing a business letter
-Watching the movie Holes
-Writing a persuasive letter
-Bruin Bucks
-Basketball

*******
For Mother's Day, students wrote poems for
mother figures in their lives.
"MOTHER"
By Franklin Howard (6th)

"M" stands for a million hugs and memories,
"O" stands for outstanding years for you and
me,
"T" stands for my first teacher you have been,
"H" stands for how you help me with my
homework until ten,
"E" stands for encouraging me in anything I do,
"R" stands for having righteous times with you.
Put them all together and you'll spell the word
"MOTHER"--A word that means so much to
me, unlike any other!

(by Lance Koinva, 4th)

*********

Birds
By Jacob Lim

As I glance outside
I fall into sweet bird’s music
Graceful and great birds

Trees
By Yuniek Sakiestewa

Trees sprout back to life
Green leaves wave in mid air
Like a basketball net
After we make a shot
Spring has brought us all together
This year flew by, but I remember...
-reading the book "I Houdini"
-writing poems
-science experiments
-learning about Egyptians
-math was hard
-homeroom class was fun
-beating the girls in bowling
(By André Navasie, 7th)

********
Spring
By Alex Vavages

Flowers fill the land
the grass becomes wet again
Beetles eat the leaves
the wind becomes very still
Then again the sun fills the sky.

"The Perfect Spring"
(By Melissa Lomahoema, 5th)

Spring looks like flowers,
sprouting from the ground,
grass popping up like gofer heads.
Spring sounds like delightful birds,
singing their melody,
or kids laughing and having a good time.
Spring feels like a beautiful and fresh breeze in
my face,
sunny,
not hot, but just right.
Spring tastes like smooth chocolate,
flowing through your tongue,

like a sweet juicy watermelon.
Spring smells like freshness,
as fresh as an apple tree,
freshness of the world sprouting up in spring.
.********
Second Grade Writing
By Joilyn Zimmerly

The second graders researched and wrote about
dinosaurs in anticipation for their field trip to
the Museum of Northern Arizona in Flagstaff.
They went through the geology and dinosaur
exhibit there. Following are their descriptions,
unedited:
Ankylosaurus
By Leonard Cheresposy
Dinosaurs lived millions of years ago. They
were born in eggs. The Ankylosaurus looks
like he fat and has gold, and spiky armor. He’s
5,000 pounds. Ankylosaurus eat’s plants. The
Ankylosaurus is a plant eater. It’s known for a
fat tail. They live on land. The armor is
protection. It’s helps him to stay away from
the meat eaters. They think they died because a
giant rock from outer space crash into planet
Earth. When the rock hit Earth it made crack
on the ground and it made a huges fires. The
volcanoes shoot hot lava then kill all the plants
and made the water be hot. So the dinosaurs
have nothing to eat and drink.

The Maiasaura
By Lynnice Leslie
The Maiasaura dinosaur lived millions of years
ago. It has a very long tail and hundreds of
teeth and their front feet are webbed. Their
mouth is shaped like a duck’s. It is thirty feet
tall. They were born from eggs. When
Maiasaurus go under water it will only eat
water plants. It is a herbivore. Most of the
time they are on dry land. The tyrannosaurus
Rex eats them. The Maiasaura’s babies are
over three feet long. Some scientists think that
the dinosaurs didn’t exist. Some scientists
think that they got extinct from a rock that hit
the earth and that the plants diead off.

The Tyrannasaurus
By Jocelynn Lomahoema
The Tyrannasaurus Rex lived millions of years
ago. The Tyrannasaurus Rex hatched from
eggs when They were born. The
Tyrannasaurus Rex has shirp teet and he look
scary and is dig. The Tyrannasaurus Rex is
120 heavy. The Tyrannasaurus Rex eats meat.
The Tyrannasaurus Rex He is scarry mean. He
is really mean to the anials. the Tyrannasaurus
Rex fights the other animals.. And eats them
too. And huts them too. The Tyrannasaurus
Rex spends her time looking for food. The
tRex died out because volcano made the plants
die down on the ground. the plants die because
the volcano flattened the red hot rocks. the
dinosaur have no food to eat. The tRex died
out because his food died.
Brachiosaurus
By Faith Nahnacassia
My Dinosaur’s name is Brachiosaurus. It look
scary but it’s was gentle. The Brachiosaurus
was heavier than me and 15 elephants. It Lives
on dry land. They run in the water to hid and
stay safe from other Dinosaurs. The
Brachiosaurus had a long neck and They eat
leaves oFF trees. Scientistns think there were
no plants and they died because the rock hit
earth.
The Deionychus
By Draven Sakiestewa.
They Deionychus lived millions of years ago.
It had arms. Were over 8 feet long and long
sharp claws. Baby dinoasaurs hatched out of
eats It lives on land. It eats lizards, snakes,
and other animals. They were fast and hunted
in groups. They Think dinosaurs all died out
becase a Big space rock crashed into EartH.
Plants died off and dinosaws had no food.
1st Grade Writing
Kristen Schrag
In first grade writing this year, we learned how
to write narrative stories, opinion pieces, “howto’s”, and do research to write informative
texts. Below is a sample from just some of our
work.

Why Kindergarten Will Love 1st Grade
By Sherman
I think first grade is awesome. First we have
the best teacher of all. Second our teacher is
funny. Our teacher lets us watch movies!
Third we have parties in our room! My
favorite party is pizza parties. I hope you guys
have fun in first grade!
I Wish to go to Heaven
By Angel
I went to heaven. It was pretty. It was Jesus
and God standing at the golden door. Jesus and
God we played hide and go seek. I hid under
the bed. It was fun. I saw the streets of gold.
The gold was pretty. I saw Jesus and God.
They were waiting at the door and they were
happy to see me.

Sports Report

Varsity Boys Basketball:
By Joilyn Zimmerly, Coach
he Varsity boys’ basketball team ended their
season, consisting of three fourth graders
and three sixth graders. They took what
they did in practice and applied it to game
situations. Many worked very hard as they
improved immensely throughout the season. Each
game, they played with determination, heart, and
perseverance.
Each one’s skills improved a lot throughout
the season. They also came together more as a

T

team, and their gain in skill became evident come
tournament time. Throughout the season it became
a pattern that they would give an exciting game.
There was always some kind of suspense in the
game, as they would continue to press on through
the end.
They ended with a 4-2 record going into
tournament, which awarded them 3rd seed on the
bracket. In the first Finals game on February 28th,
Hopi Mission won to continue on to the semi-finals.
The semi-final game on March 1st was very tight, as
both teams played hard throughout the entire game.
The game ended by a close score of 21-17, with
Hopi Mission winning to go onto the Championship
game.
On Saturday, March 2nd, the HMS boys
arrived at First Mesa for the championship game
against Second Mesa. The boys nervously walked
into the gym, and were given last-minute
instructions, encouragement, and a pep talk. Once
the ball was tipped it was game time. Several
players showed their ability as leaders as they
helped keep the rest of the team together on the
court. Both teams scrambled to keep the lead, by
the end of the fourth quarter Hopi Mission had a
one point lead.
In the last few seconds, Hopi Mission had a
small fumble when throwing the ball inbounds and
Second Mesa gained the ball. Time ran out, as the
whistle was blown, a foul was called on Hopi
Mission. Hopi Mission’s point guard was fouled
out, and Second Mesa made a free throw to tie the
game. Hopi Mission went into overtime with only
five players. Within a minute of overtime, one
more player fouled out and we were down to four
players. It didn’t faze them, and they continued to
play just as hard, if not harder up until the end of
the game.
All the hard work they had done throughout
the season shone through as they never gave up.
This suspenseful and exciting game ended with
Second Mesa winning the championship, and Hopi
Mission being awarded second place in the league.
They demonstrated an amazing ability to persevere,
play with heart, and utilize all the skills they had
gained.

Cross Country runners Kaylen, Jacob, Lance, and
Lynnice were awarded Most Improved and Heart of
a Bruin for Varsity, and MVP and Heart of a Bruin
for JV.

The Sports Award Banquet was
Thursday, May 23rd, in the HMS chapel.
Athletes from Cross Country and Basketball
were honored for leadership, improvement, and
sportsmanship.
Junior Varsity Girls Basketball
lex Vavages and Hollie Honhanie
were chosen to participate in the
2013 All-Star basketball tournament
in the reservation’s Navajo-Hopi athletic
league. They would have joined 8-10 of
their former Nava-Hopi rivals to form a
competitive girls Junior High team. Alex
and Hollie practiced with the Varsity boys
team at HMS to prepare for the
tournament, but circumstances prevented
their participation in the game.
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Newsletter via e-mail

W

e are committed to keeping our valued
friends and supporters informed of
school activities and plans via the
newsletter, and attempt to keep our mailing list up
to date. We are being honest, however, when we
say that printing, folding, sealing and sorting about
2,000 copies three times a year is a major task, not
counting the cost of postage.
It would help us tremendously if we could
move toward converting the majority of our
recipients to e-mail delivery. The advantage to
recipients is that the newsletter will come
immediately upon completion (whereas it can take
up to a matter of weeks before all the folding and

sorting is done, depending upon volunteer help),
and the pictures come through in color.
In spite of our best efforts, we occasionally
send a paper copy of the newsletter to persons who
receive it via email. If this is the case with you,
please notify us of this duplication and we will
eliminate it.
You can request to be added to the e-mail
list by sending us the checklist at the end of the
newsletter; or better yet, you can send an e-mail
request to hms@hopimissionschool.org. Please
also include your mailing address so we can more
easily remove you from the paper distribution list.
We also invite our readers to send us names
and addresses (preferably via email) of friends who
have an interest in our school.

Ongoing Facebook Opportunity

P

articipating in Facebook continues to be the
means by which some persons choose to keep
current on happenings with persons or groups
important to them. Or not, for some who still think
email is high tech! If Facebook is your thing, be
aware that there is a Hopi Mission School Facebook
account, to which a number of readers have signed
on during the past several months, sharing
memories, pictures, commentary and suggestions.
We welcome additional participants to join
the Facebook group called Friends of the Hopi
Mission School, developed in conjunction with the
Hopi Mission School Foundation. On the school
website: www.hopimissionschool.org, you can click
on the top tab that reads "Join us on Facebook" to
subscribe to our group. We hope to include events,
as well as a place for students, alumni, teachers,
volunteers, and contributors to connect.

Important Information Regarding
Campbell’s Product Labels

P

ersons who shop at supermarkets with
their club membership cards can now
register those cards in Hopi Mission
School’s name. By so doing, the purchase of any
eligible products automatically transfers credit
points to our school. Two dozen or more
supermarket chains are participating, including
Safeway, Kroger, Dillons, Fry’s, Smith’s, and
Genuardi’s. A complete list can be accessed on
the internet: www.elabelsforeducation.com. On
this site, you can log in your email address and
proceed to register your supermarket card(s) and

select Hopi Mission School. If a ZIP code is
requested, enter 86039.
You can still clip and send in the paper
labels from the products. The latest report indicates
that the school has 1,341,331 labels to its credit. A
new 7-passenger van will cost 1,600,000 labels, so
continued participation by groups and individuals
will help us greatly.

The Boxtops for Education collection
program is still important to our school. Last
school year, the school earned $3,122 from boxtop
redemption. For the 2012-13 school year, $6,250
has been earned.
You can keep up to date on eligible
products by going online to the school’s website:
www.hopimissionschool.org, and follow the links
to Labels. It is now possible to download and print
a copy of the latest lists. There is also a poster than
can be downloaded and printed that could enhance
the visibility of a collection box or bag in churches
or elsewhere.

.

Under the providence of God, our Mission School is now completing its 62nd year of
serving Hopi, Navajo and other students. We are able to face daily opportunities and
challenges because of being blessed with so many faithful friends and supporters,
whose prayers and gifts continue to sustain us.
Here are some of the ways to become involved with our ministry at Hopi Mission
School:
___I/we would like to share the vision of an increased enrollment, improvements in
staff compensation, and capital improvements with the following pledge __________.
___Please accept my/our gift of $_________ to help where needed.
___Please accept my/our gift of $_______ for this
designation:____________________.
___I/we would like to become a sponsor of a student, with a one-year pledge of:
___$10,000

___$5,000

___$1,000

___Other (specify $_______)

___Please contact me for a possible date for a sponsorship visit.
___Please accept my/our gift of $_______ to help cover student meal costs.
___I/we enclose $_____ to help purchase a replacement laptop computer.
___I would like more information about the Arizona individual state income tax
credit.
___I would like information about the CORPORATE income tax credit.
___I would like information about the eScrip program (Safeway, Vons, Pavilions,
Adams
Super Stores, or Genuardi’s club cards—circle ones that apply).
___I would like updated information about Campbell’s labels collection and/or General
Mills
Boxtops for Education (circle ones that apply).
___Please send my newsletter via e-mail to this
address:__________________________
___Please note address corrections:

Name_________________________________________________________
__
Address_____________________________________City_______________
__
State/Prov.______________Zip/Postal Code __________Country__________
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